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 Eco-Friendly Travel Options Abound in 
Virginia Beach: A “Virginia Green” Destination

(Virginia Beach, Va., 2010) – In Virginia Beach, protecting the environment is as natural as the ocean breeze. With an abundance of natural areas, wildlife and coastal environment, Virginia Beach is strong in its commitment to sustainable travel. Designated as the first “Virginia Green” destination, Virginia Beach is an ideal location for eco-friendly travel, with green hotels, restaurants, attractions and events located throughout the city. For additional information on green travel to Virginia Beach, visit www.VirginiaBeachGreen.com. 

Travelers to Virginia Beach can enjoy a variety of eco-friendly activities, from observing marine animals in their natural habitat to shredding the ocean waves during a surf camp. Sneak a peak at Mother Nature’s majesty as you paddle a kayak through Back Bay or enjoy a quiet hike through Virginia’s most visited state park – First Landing State Park – and observe one of the most endangered habitats in the world, the maritime forest community.

Dining in Virginia Beach is more than just visiting a restaurant, it’s an experience. With agriculture serving as one of the top three industries in Virginia Beach, restaurants are featuring fresh produce alongside the fresh catch of the day for a flavor that is truly local. Additionally, the Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center’s Sensible Seafood Program is designed to help consumers make sustainable seafood choices when shopping and dining in stores and restaurants.  “Virginia Green” restaurants also minimize the use of disposable food service products and use more environmentally-friendly products made from bio-based or renewable resources. Energy and water conservation and recycling initiatives are also employed. 

Virginia Beach boasts nearly 40 green certified accommodations throughout the city. Green accommodations in Virginia Beach employ optional linen service, water and energy conservation and recycling, as well as host green events, conferences and meetings. 
Virginia Beach also hosts several green events throughout the year, including the Shamrock Sportsfest, Neptune Festival, Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon and Virginia Beach Wine Week, all of which minimize the use of disposable food service products, provide recycling, minimize use of printed materials and reduce overall wastes. 
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To earn the title of “Virginia Green Destination,” the Virginia Beach Green Hospitality Team, a grassroots group of local hospitality businesses and organizations, met and surpassed a goal agreed upon by the Virginia Green Program to certify restaurants, hotels, attractions and the Virginia Beach Convention Center, a Gold LEED certified property. 

Virginia Green is a partnership program between the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Virginia Tourism Corporation and the Virginia Hospitality and Travel Association to promote environmentally-friendly practices in all aspects of Virginia’s tourism and hospitality industry.  Virginia Green is voluntary and participants “self-certify” that they are practicing established minimum “core activities” for each sector.  The program depends on environmentally-conscious consumers to hold participants accountable.  For more information on the Virginia Green program, visit www.VirginiaGreenTravel.org.
For a complete list of certified businesses and Virginia Green partners, visit the Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau’s new Web site www.VirginiaBeachGreen.com. 

Virginia Beach entices visitors to “Live the Life” every season of the year! Located in the southeastern corner of the state, Virginia Beach is four hours southeast of D.C. by car and within a day’s drive from Québec. For visitor information, call 1-800-VA-BEACH (800/822-3224) or visit the Web site www.vbfun.com for online trip planning. For media information and digital images, click on www.vbpressroom.com.

# # #

